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1. GOVT-CONTROLLED SUNDAY OBSERVER HAD HEADLINE

STORY DEC 14 THAT PRIME MINISTER BANDARANAIKE

WILL MAKE JAN VISIT TO FIVE SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES,

BURMA, THAILAND, INDONESIA, MALAYSIA AND PHILIPPINES.

GOVT SPOKESMAN DEC 17, STATED THAT TRIP PLANS

WHICH HAVE BEEN UP IN AIR FOR MORE THAN YEAR, ARE STILL

NOT FINAL AND WE HAVE BEEN TOLD MALAYSIA MAY BE DROPPED.

WE UNDERSTAND MAIN PROBLEM IS FINDING DATES CONVENIENT TO

HOSTS AND WHICH FIT IN WITH COMMERCIAL AIRLINE SCHEDULES.

VISITS ARE BEING SCHEDULED BETWEEN MID-JANUARY AND FIRST PART

OF FEBRUARY.

 

2. FORMER TROTSKYITE LSSP MINISTER COLVIN DE SILVA RAISED
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THAT ALL COUNTRIES ON ITINERARY EXCEPT BURMA ARE

ASEAN COUNTRIES. HE CLAIMED ASEAN IS SPONSORED BY

UNITED STATES AND THAT AMERICAN INFLUENCE IN SOUTHEAST

ASIA OPERATES FROM THESE COUNTRIES. DE SILVA CLAIMED

VISIT WAS AROUSING CONCERN THAT SRI LANKA GOVT (GSL)

WAS MOVING AWAY FROM COMPLETE AND STRICT

NON-ALIGNMENT TOWARDS AMERICAN SPHERE

WHICH WAS DANGEROUS, NOTING THAT AMERICAN POLICY RE

DIEGO GARCIA HAD BEEN CLEARLY IN CONFLICT WITH GSL'S

POLICY. REPLYING FOR GOVERNMENT, DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,

LAKSHMAN JAYAKODY, SAID GSL'S POLICY HAD NOT CHANGED AND

THAT GSL HAD EARLIER LAUNCHED ITS OWN PROTEST OVER DIEGO

GARCIA PLANS.

 

3. DE SILVA'S COMMENTS DEMONSTRATE TROTSKYITES CONTINUING

EFFORTS TO EMBARRASS PRIME MINISTER BY IMPLYING THAT SHE

HAS SUCCUMBED TO US INFLUENCE. THESE EFFORTS WILL

CONTINUE, BUT ATTACKS ARE UNLIKELY TO

CHANGE HER SOUTHEAST ASIA TRAVEL PLANS.

VAN HOLLEN
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